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think they have reason on their side: for suppose I should
write the character of an honest, a religious, and a learned
man; and send the first to Newgate, the second to the
Grecian Coffee-house, and the last to White's;l would they
not all pass for satires, and justly enough, among the com-
panies to whom they were sent ?

Having therefore employed several papers in such sort of
panegyrics, and but very few on what they understand to be
satires; I shall henceforth upon occasion be more liberal of
the latter, of which they are like to have a taste, in the re-
mainder of this present paper.

Among all the advantages which the kingdom hath re-
ceived by the late change of ministry, the greatest must be
allowed to be the calling of the present Parliament, upon
the dissolution of the last. It is acknowledged, that this
excellent assembly hath entirely recovered the honour of
P[arliamen]ts, which had been unhappily prostituted for
some years past by the factious proceedings of an unnatural
majority, in concert with a most corrupt administration.
It is plain, by the present choice of members, that the
electors of England, when left to themselves, do rightly
understand their true interest. The moderate Whigs begin
to be convinced that we have been all this while in wrong
hands, and that things are now as they should be. And as
the present House of Commons is the best representative of
the nation that hath ever been summoned in our memories;
so they have taken care in their first session, by that noble
Bill of Qualification,2 that future Parliaments should be com-
posed of landed men, and our properties lie no more at
mercy of those who have none themselves, or at least only
what is transient or imaginary. If there be any gratitude in
posterity, the memory of this assembly will be always cele-
brated ; if otherwise, at least we, who share in the blessings
they derive to us, ought with grateful hearts to acknowledge
them.

1                                  For the signification of these coffee-houses see the remarks prefixed
to the " Tatlers " ID this volume, p. 4.  [T. S.]

2                                An Act for Securing the Freedom of Parliaments (9 Ann. c. 5)
provided that English members should show a land qualification.   It
was introduced December I3th, 1710, and received the Royal Assent,
February a8th.   See also No. 45, post> p. 294.   [T. S.]
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